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UNCLAS CANBERRA 5771 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AS. PT 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN REACTIONS TO THE SITUATION IN PORTUGUESE 
TIMOR 

£ PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM CAME UNDER CRITICISM FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE ALP CAUCUS’ FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
FOR HIS STATEMENT ON THE AUSTRALIAN POSITION ON THE 
SITUATION IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR. THE GROUP SAID THAT 
THE PRIME MINISTER S CALL FOR PORTUGAL TO REASSERT 
CONTROL WAS UNREALISTIC AND SAID QTE. WE BELIEVE THE 
SITUATION IN TIMOR IS NOW AT ITS MOST CRUCIAL STAGE 
AND THAT AN AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE IS ESSENTIAL TO 
END THE FIGHTING AND RESTORE PEACE IN THE MEETING. 

END QTE. SEVERAL OF THE LABOR MEMBERS WHO SIGNED 
THE LETTER. NOTABLY SENATOR GIEZELT AND MHR KEN FRY, 

ARE MEMBERS OF THE EXTREME LEFT WING OF THE ALP BUT 
OTHERS ARE MORE MODERATE. 

2. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO TIMOR. THE PRIME 
MINISTER ANNOUNCED THAT AUSTRALIA WAS PREPARED TO 
ASSIST RED CROSS AND PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TO TRAVEL TO ATAURO ISLAND, PREPARATIONS WERE MADE 
RECEIVE ANOTHER 800 REFUGEES IN DARWIN, AND RAAF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CANBER 05771 280546Z 

PLANES WERE PLACED ON ALERT TO FLY HUMANITARIAN AID 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

TO TIMOR. 

PERCIVAL 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CANBER05771 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750297-0856 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975086/aaaaafbi.tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 FEB 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <11 MAR 2004 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AUSTRALIAN REACTIONS TO THE SITUATION IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR 
TAGS: PFOR, AS, PT, ALP, (WHITLAM, E GOUGH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



